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the legal system, human nature, common ethics and the so
celebrated Christian morality. The system is elusive. It can come up
on you at any given point. It cannot be tracked. It is healthy and
very wealthy, and always appears to be growing. The system can
Speak Up decide to kill your children and burn your house, and even if you
know names and faces, the system does not permit you to report
The general consensus is that one would not murder a conthem. It might just get you if you do.
plete stranger in cold blood unless one is a psychopath. It logically In that sense, we begiinor,t o se:¢
follows that a sane person would have no reason to commit a crimather, compliance with criminal activityis based upon instincts of
unl ess they have reason to di selfprdsevatibnh lbut thei condiiiomfor tfsudefensedsssb obsclre t o d
criminal accomplices do not know their victims. They may havethat one must entirely give up the ideas of family, friendship, com-
never even seen them, except perhaps ir th= = : munity and morality to uphold it. The Euro-
moment of perpetration. Most of these pean Mafiosi have made matters difficult fi-
complices are safe and unidentifiable, i nancially for norcompliers. They are in pos-
receive no benefits for their complian session of many businesses and institutions
In many communities, there is . that the government and people need in order
enormous reverence for the deageople to thrive. They have «cl a
joining together to commemorate th silence or abuse those that stand in their way,
fallen loved ones and acquaintances. and all those who happen to witness the act.
love is displayed in large buttons, clothi In American inner cities, however,
graffiti and sometimes speech. There isf any criminal is given that right. Any perpetra-
ten a strong religious piety behind it. Ho tion i from murder to injury to rape to drug
ever, at the time of these deaths and deals to robbery is protected from discovery
them, most of the buttewearers woulg by the idea that dAsnitchi
refuse to help prevent or avenge the The situation is made worse by the
timely losses. N media who put the spotli
AiDonét snitcho is an ideology that hip-hopp e r-sitching onages. In a CBS

is welkillustrated in European Mafisdden communities. Thereis i nt er vi ew, rapper Camoéron famousl
an invisible force; a system, that supposedly cannot be thwartedhas | i vi ng next door to me? No, I

The system is supposed to silence you if you attempt to point a filrr i m. But | 6d probably moveé But I
ger. The system has a law of its own, positioned directly opposit¢ o u  k no w, 6The seri al killerds in

statement.)

. A Wilbur Cross student says that she would snitch if the
The Proclamation

cCrime were severe. i But still & sh
The Proclamatioi s Wi | bur Cross Hi ghl Scahcoeo |Coosn Ssetquudeenrcte sn e WPe@ad-l e tal k. R
per. It is dedicated to bring you news, features, arts, sports, egditori- Many people are not aware of just how desperate for wit-

als, and more. Opinions and viewpoint stated'lve Proclamation : : ;
are not necessarily the opinions or viewpoints offtthe Proclamat nesses the law enforcement system is, and just how good witness

tion or its editors (except for unsigned lead editorials), the fagultyprotection is. Many do not know the sheer magnitude of rewards
advisor, Wilbur Cross High School, or the New Haven School|Dis-offered for information about unsolved homicides (in 2007, a

trict. The Proclamatioris an open forum publication, and its mjis- $50,000 reward was offered for information leading to the arrest and

sion and policy is to encourage student expression. Viewppints; o ) e
including Rmt )(/)ppose those appearingTine Broclamation are conviction of the killer of Terrance Driffin, a 2ABarold black

vr\qelcor’g?d. Stud?nti_rrp]ay SU%m'tt?mC es anq lljettt%rs ftO ﬂl]te Egi'f.orman). Most doubt the superiority of governmémded means of
the publication of which is subject to approval by the faculty gdvi- : = ;
sor and editors. All articles and letters selected for publicatio rotection to the vague saffe f e n s e 0 f fAinot snitec
subject to being edited for length, clarity, and appropriate langliagethat one would prefer to learn to deal with endless losses and fear

instead of changing their opinion on crime.

)
QO

Faculty Advisor: James P. Brochin

Editorin-chief: Jiayi Ying The school community recently lost a graduate who was
Managér&g Editor: Edgar Pliaskis much loved by many. Tank has become another reason for buttons,
News Editor: Jiayi Ying t-shirts and graffiti. But his murderer has not been found, though his

gegtrltjsreEsdliEtglrt:oga\]tglri]r?;T?,Irennan death was likely witnessed. Scores of other unsolved New Haven

Photo Editor: Michael Soukkhoumala shootings this year face the same problem. There was and remains a

Production Editors: Jiayi Ying, Edgar }'l:’"aSkiS, person who did not mind killing Tank. Those who keep their knowl-

éﬂ%?nggé(/)gg\e/értising: Edgar Pliaskis edge to themselves permit criminals to continue their doings may
not know it, but they are the criminals' best friends. Whether it be

gtﬁga?ngigaogtaﬁ)u'&(ggéépﬁ rﬁ}ﬁh:% ?&tgagﬁij‘?ﬂgg%ﬁb ﬁg%n_'l?rﬁe from fear or fashion, those that choose silence over civic duty have
mann, Noor AlSamarrai, Malcolm Head, Glorimar Ortiz, Shayla ~ handed over their neighborhoods to gangsters.

Campbell, Josh Sanders, Fani Meyerson, Lissette Baez, Jaquana Simply put, those who refuse to snitch are, although they

Ricks, Oumaru Kamara, Anthony Garzon, Shelby Blumell, Rachel 4 o n 6t want to believe it accompl i
Markey, Shawnese Turner, Robert Kinney, Terréncia Lee, Tainari '
Matos, Daguan Sanders, John Branch
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Letters to the Editor

In the last issue of The Proclamation, we featured an opin-

All You Need Is Love

They are just like us. They are wonderful féeigged crea-

ion piece on the Gaza and Israel conflict. Two opposing points ofures with hearts so warm that it would melt the snow in the winter
views were presented, side by side. Feedback was received for botime. This is what | say to myself every time | walk down the street
articles, concerning the validity and accuracy of the facts that wer@nd see a stray animal trying to cross the street, in danger of getting

included.
We would like to take this opportunity to remind everyone

hit. Why do people starve and kick them out onto the streets? Why
sit there and watch two innocent creatures fight until one of them

that Letters to the Editor can be submitted and are more than wetlies? Animal cruelty is a subject that | feel deeply about because

come. If you have any comments regarding an article or the newspa- h e

per itself, feel free to contact us and let your opinion be heard.
Letters to the Editor can be sent to:
proclamationeditors@yahoo.com.

-The Proclamation Staff

Twitter Your Privacy Away

| tweet. You tweet. He/she tweets. \Aletweet.

Founded in 2006, Twitter has wiggled its way into many
My S p

peopl ebs l' i ves. Remember
another verb to our daily vocabularies: Twittering, or is it
Tweeting?

More and more people are jumping onto the Twitter band

ani mals donét deserve it.
You can walk down the street and see dogs roaming
around, malnourished. You can hear cats fighting at 3 AM. Every
week, almost six or seven dogs get picked up off of the streets and
taken to dog pounds because nobody would take them in. In 2006,
thousands of animal cruelty cases were reported in Connecticut,
along with thousands of dog fights.
| just wish that there was more | could do. At home | have

two stray cats and a dog that | rescued from the streets. It hurts me
so much to see dogs chained up in backyards, with no food or wa-
ter. Their ribs and hip bones poke out of their skin. Flies and other
ifgsgclts r§vs‘\w/)ar;n argugdct%eilg tbo%ielgiTlﬁe& have ﬁbaé Ipog Qn theijr dd

ace ‘"t hat says fdh%|l p me. 0 I
ani mal tender | ove and

gi ve S

wagon: students, adults, celebrities...you name it. For those of yowohayla Campbell

who are fortunate enough to not have encountered this social n
working website, brace yourself for a crash course in Twitter.

The main con-
cept of the website is 1
have its users answer
simpl e ques
ar e y o u & ckind What Is Twitter?
of like Facebook staty
updates, except that
pretty much thenly thing
you can do. Users a

et-

When Will the Killing Stop?

When will the killing stop? Although | don't know how it
feels to have a friend shot and killed, |1 want to know why it hap-
pens to the friends of my friends.

| live in East Haven. People at Cross would call it the
Awhite
the neighborhoods are quiet. Where | live, there are no shootings;
| 6ve never even heard a
there either. Sure, there are fights, but when you want to prove that

gunshot

enty
car e

peopl eds The bowses tidere tark piceand b ur b

=

agenda

choosing to share thei
daily activities

_you are tough, you don't go shoot someone. You use your fists, not
W ikhivies aRdegang.!If§ou loSeeybu dBrx Goeahdvkill th® ersoh.atR O t

and
know. These updates, with a maximum of 140 characters, argyer.

known as fAtweets,o and can be s ekl thatEasCHaleh is SaférahBreNew Halef, arfd thatish e r
ploit themselves, users can also upload personal pictures and desigihat others feel, too. In East Haven, you can walk down the streets
their own icons. at night without having to worry about shootings or other violent

Wed6re sure many of you hav gets€hKing pldte. When &iPiMaBeng?0 Mpar i sons
between Twitter and Facebook by now. Both allow people into your

i fe. But keep in mind Twitt er_pshuaShndetsd CY
to collect, and sell, personally identifiable information. As its web-

policy; it reserves tt

site states, ifwe may <collect in_such jinstances addr e

user name, password, email address, city, time zone, telephone nunTHE

ber . .and use your contact I [WASH TUB ou. o0
What 6s the point of havingFm““&l_‘a“mm“LuC et hat

youbre taking a shower right n . Let 6c¢

share that with the worl d. Oh tter

For All Your Laundry Needs
Dry Cleaning
Drop-Off and Sel-Service

boredom and privacy away. Because picking up the phone and
hanging out with friends is so last year. In fact, it was two years ago.

-Edgar Pliaskis and Jiayi Ying 40 Foster Street Mon-Fri.. 7 am - 8 pm
(Corner of Lawrence & Foster) Saturday. 10 am - 4 pm

776-3598

And Sunday!
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ficel ebrati oiha oforltangfuagéarti stic |

flects that the contest not only gave her the opportunity to
fappreciate poetry and cel ebrate

to fAmeet new peopl e, reconnect Wi
Wilbur Cross wins 28  t Annual COLT wi t hThf rien OLS OIf r od_m Cross. Od N
e process of understanding, memorizing and reciting a
Poetry Contest poem can be a bit tedious and frustrating at times, but the end results
pay off for it. Al was a I|little b
More and more students began to gather their booklets ampl| ace f or French, 0 said Wabi Mp o s
backpacks, but one group remained seated, anxiously awaiting tiés poem in honor of his sister, Bertozzi. Sometimes, the learning
final announcement . iAnd t he hpirgohc esscsh oboyl iwti ;menlifngi ¢ heewmarsdi meg.d aii
i séWil bur Cross High School! Omést sbopsaiad Maur 8Balch ampdet t hevho
announcement, a number of euphoric students jumped up afdL ear ni ng my poem was an excelle
screamed with joy. Wilbur Cross had done it again. AAncient Greek is a very difficul
On April 7", 2009, over 1,033 students from nineipe esting t o | earn t he al phabet ar
schools across Connecticut filled up the Wilbur Cross gym for the Thirty-one out of the fortyfwo Wilbur Cross contestants

28" Annual COLT Poetry Recitation Contest. Among those onewon, giving Cross a seventwo percent winning rate. New Haven
thousand students were foittyo from Cross, competing in 14 of Public Schools won a total of severdight medals. Wilbur Cross
the 16 possible languages. made up fortysix percent of the winners.

It was an afternoon of firsts as Cross made history in man_

aspects of the contest. Wilbur Cross not only hosted the event f
the first time ever in New Haven, but also took away the champior™
ship, having won a grand total of thirtyx medalsi sixteen gold,
twelve silver and ei ght-eightryean z,
history, no other school has ever walked away with so many medaH
Cross defeated esteemed schools such as Hopkins and Choate, ".gx
compete neck to neck against each other and Cross every year
the title. It was also the first time that Arabic and Hebrew were re‘@
cited at the contest.

Though this was Wil bur Cr
many medals, winning the championship is not an unprecedent
event for the school. Cross had already received the title five time
in the past first in 1982, followed in 1983, and more recently, in

2004, 2005 and 2007. filt has 0O get
pl aque, 06 said Ms. Gi annopoul o for t
students but also a judge at t.c¢c couvoeon. e e wi nning
great, 0 she says, Aibecause the kids worked hard on it. Some of
students give up their lunchtime and study periods to practice. Oth- The students who won in the28nnual COLT Poetry
ers even stay | ate and come b yReatétioneContestpre:rt s practices. 0

Since Cross hosted the statle event this year, the New
Haven districtés and Crossods FIREDRLAGE Language Department wer e
actively involved in planning and organizing of the event. In fact,Diego Barnes American Sign Language (Year Ill)
Crossods own Mar i a FdharrThanks toshe t GatalineeBremnait Spanishdlo
hard work and assistance of Ms. Giannopoulos, Mrs. Gurga, Mrsisa Duffi Modern Greek Il
Apicella, and many other New Haven teachers, the 2009 COLKiran Edelsteiri American Sign Language (Year Il)
Poetry Contest went extremely well. Sixty student guides, clad ivladimir Kirimov i Russian IlI
yellow t-shirts on the day of the contest, volunteered to spend theXing Xin Liu 7 English as a Second Language (Advanced)
afternoon giving directions to contestants and judges to make théhe Liui English as a Second Language (High Beginner)
process as smooth as possible. Fani Meyerson, a junior and onedife Liui Mandarin Chinese (Native)
the student guides, said that she really enjoyed the experience aAdgel Medinai English as a Second Language (Intermediate)
looks forward to doing it again. Other student guides share the sanwgabi Mposoi French Native
opini on, ACOLT was definitely EagabPliaskstModera GreekvVn e s s . I was happy t
able to assist my peers and elders as a student guide and would d&iistina Stakloi Russian Native
again any time, 0 said Adam T a yArig Weiseri American Sign Language (Year I)
Likewise, many of the contestants have no doubts aboutea Winteri French IlI
competing again. Lea Winter, who has been a contestant since Heza Winteri Hebrew lll
freshman year, shared that the COLT Poetry contest is diayi Yingi Mandarin Chinese V
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SECOND PLACE

Lucas Abramd Portuguese Native
Lital Avni-Singeri Hebrew IV
Meredith Browni Spanish Native
Sirun Cheri Chinese Native

Risa Duffi Spanish IV

Joseph Gonzalégzltalian |

Angel Medinai Spanish Native
Avital SokolowSilvermani Hebrew Native
Harrison Stroni Chinese IV
Micaela Valentin® Spanish Native
Janet Yii Modern Greek Il

Tianyi Zhoui Japanese |

THIRD PLACE

James Dos&ollin T Spanish |
Stacy Friedmaii Hebrew |

Dayana Guaillas Italian 11

Anna LaSaleGoettleri Italian Native
Dana Lewi Hebrew Native

Iryna Mohylnytska Modern Greek |
Laina Pauker Hebrew Il

Edgar Pliaski$ Russian Native

-Jiayi Ying; picture by Fani Meyerson

Book Bowl Team Takes First Place

On April 8th, the Wilbur Cross Page Masters won first

place in the 2002009 Book Bowl. The team competed agains

in New Haven. The Page Masters finished strong against the Hi

HSC, Sound School, Riverside, Career and Hillhouse High SCho%

School in the Community team at the Hillhouse High School Audi-

torium. Congratulations to all of the teams who competed and to t

five members of the Page Masters: Susanna Lincoln, Kirsten He; .
: . X . aws, Or exercis
mingway, Sarah Weinberger, Tiffany Ayala and Erin Cofrancesco W xereis

Team alternates were Jorge Monroy and Christian Ngongi.
Special thanks to the cheer squad members who work
diligently with the team to make them the best that they could b

Matt Smittley, Denielle Traynham, Janylis Costas, Jovanzie Polangs

and Leyna Gonzale

Ms. Tait and
Ms. Potter apprecia
all the hard work th¢=
students put int
reading the ten Boo
Bowl books tha
helped them be su
cessful in the compdess
is thee

tition. This
third time in four
years that Wilbu

B
teams have won first
place.

Crossos

Photo and story courtesy of Ms. Tait

I Sai d | Do,

The passage of a major proposition in the state of Califor-
nia may invalidate the legitimacy of marriages between two people
of the same gender. The now infamous Proposition 8 has outlawed
the once legal practice of same sex marriage in California, but what
about the 18,000 marriages that have been performed over the pe-
riod of seven months, when saisex marriage was legal? What is
the legal standing of these marriages? One would assume that this
would fall under the classification of ax post factdaw. An ex
post factolaw retroactively changes the legal repercussions of acts
commi tted prior to the enactment
ment, which worked to pass Proposition 8 has acquired a highly
influential lawyer for their case against homosexuals.

Now You Say

Kenneth Starr, made famous by
Monica Lewinsky affair, is now focusing his attention on stripping
away the rights of homosexuals who were legally married between
May and November 2008. The case that Starr is bringing to the
California Supreme court is that, since it is now illegal to perform
samesex marriages, then all sarsex marriages should be illegal,
regardless  of
their prior legal-
ity. Many legal
scholars  antc
commentator:
are questioning
the reality of
Starro6s
A major part of
'Starros
that, althoug
e populatior
hm ight not
Ehoose the be:
the most soun
eJé.ldgment, they
o hold tne
ower to do it.o The California b
oters to vote directly, rather than through their elected representa-
tives, on certain |l aws called fAprc
At oral argument, the California Supreme Court Justices
asked Starr if a proposition taking awaly the rights of gays and
|l esbians would be appropriate. St
yes. Even though Starrdés argument

acceptance, he is arguing his case, and he has become a champion of
the conservatives for his position.

It is yet to be seen what comes of all of this. One can only
hope that whatever happens will hopefully be another step towards
justice and equality among all human beings in this country.

-Andrei Amatuni
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device itself. Instead, the ear buds are the main necessity as the right

cord has three buttons that control everything. For that reason, third
party ear buds are of little use, as they lack these special controls;
users can still listen to

Who Says Size Matters? their music, but it'll be just
like having the previous

Imagine if the whole world could fit into the palm of your generations of the iPoc
hand. Imagine if volumes and volumes of encyclopedias, books anghuffle.

albums full of pictures could fit in there too. Imagine music and The  VoiceOver
video being pl ~~" I ~~ ~i 9 ¢ deature is pretty impres
| magi neél magi ne sive, but not as impressiv

as it may sound. It's no

like the iPod scans an

announces song titles

artists and playlists on the

spot, by itselfi it relies on iTunes for that. When you load a song

onto iTunes, the VoiceOver accessibility program automatically

goes through it and creates a small sound file that gets attached to

the song. The program features fourteen languages and, depending
Wh entyadirsoperating system, has either a male or female voice. (Mac is

supported by a male voice, whereas Windows has a female voice.)

The new iPod Shuffle has 4GB of storage and comes in
black or silver for $79.

Just recently, NVIDIA ant
Acer announced another brei
through in computer technologie
This time they promised to produ
a Small Form Factor PC, or simp
a SFF PC, named AspireRevo. 1
SFF PC does not feature the sp
of a gaming rig, but it produce
guite a decent
so special about it? The device is
small as 7.1 inch x 7.1 inch x 1
inches.

Bui |t on N
Platform, this rig features a GeFol
9400 chip, and features integra

-Jiayi Ying

graphics. Graphizvi s e, it Interesting, Random Tech News
of the line machine but it does fea-
ture an HDIM, 1080p HD video with 7.1 HD audio output. - RIAA gives two thumbs up to French music file sharing policies

In addition to that, the system also carries 4GB of RAM, - $388M patent lawsuit against Microsoft
and 250GB of disc drive space. Not enough? You can always attachVind will replace coal power soon?
a separate, eSATA, external drive or an USB external BlueRayUS broadband lags! Our internet connection is slow!
drive, and you are set to go. - YouTube reveals Google data center
AspireRevo is a very compact multimedia PC that only- Facebook hits 200M members
costs about $300. That certainly is not bad, not bad at all! With theFuture BlackBerry will come with Wi and improved screen

features it carries, the price is well worth every single penny. - Microsoft search dying?
- EU Banks invest $1.2B for clean cars
-Edgar Pliaskis -Amazon foll owsi®#ReYPsbngds exampl e

- Pentagon spends $100M to clean up cyber attacks.
; - Empire State Building goes green; saves $4.4 M per year.
Apple Releases New Generation of - Microsoft Office 2003 support is moving to a graveyard.
iPod Shuffle - Windows 7 allows downgrades?

N . . - Skype available on iPhone . ]
No, youdre not schizophrenig,gfl 8&dbudgehiénycdr SstsisP@d! |y talking

On March 11, 2009, Apple released its third generation of - Next generation of iPod Touch will feature A&, FM Radio,
the iPod Shuffle. The Shuffle, ever since it was released in 200§,|u_et00th’ and more .
remains popular thanks to its small size and relatively cheap pric'ev'r_tual_ baseball cards in Fhe future” :
(compared to the other iPods, it only comes with a $49 price tag).sc'er.]tIStS present.bacteipmwere_d batteries
But the device has its drawbadksnainly its lack of a screen. Users ~ C_redlt carq frauds._top concernin th_e US. .
have no say in which song they want to play, and playlists are haﬂﬁzzamakmg venglng mac-hlnes available in Italy
an gets $26K bill for texting

to utilize as there is no way one can switch from one playlist to an-.
other. - iTunes sued for new feature

Apple's new generation of the iPod Shuffle solves that Korean sc!entists claim to have c[oned gJ'rpwhedark puppies
- Proclamation is now designed using Publisher

problem by featuring a builth voice-over program that announces dioShack I : ] h
song titles, artists and playlists. A physical maker also took - RadioShack employee refuses return; punches customer

place. The new shuffle, compared to its predecessor, increased -iEdgar Pliaskis
length, but decreased in overall size and features no controls on the
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FEATURES

very competitive event and the
work that students put into

History Day: Learning about the Past

and the Future

their projects can be easily
seen by the viewers.
~ Wilbur Cross did ex-
ceptionally well this year, win-
= ning medals in group and indi-
=" vidual exhibits, as well as in
2009, you would have found the building alive and busy with Tho- . . documentaries. Cross winners
o . .- were: Danae Morgan, First Place, Indi-
mas Jefferson and Leonardo da Vinci running around. After a Iltth/ i dual Document ar ML Ludin
investigation, how- i "“* 9

ever, you would € Female ~Paul catal i
havé found out that Brennan, Secon~d Place, Individual E
the New Haven n'Bit., ANellie BI | Rep
History Day Dis- and Richard Truman, Jordy Padilla, &
trict  Competition Rory Freeman, Third Place, Group E

hibit, fASamuel Cc

; =i i al L
was going on and '

that students from
sixth through
twelfth grade were
setting up their His-
tory Day projects.

These students will compete at the s
finals on May 9, 2009.

-Story and photos by Richard Trumann,
Jordy Padilla and Catalina Brennan

These projects, . . ..
ranging from exhibits to documentaries to websites, all focused obSPIrazione Divina
this yeardéds theme of AThe I ndividual in History.?o

After months of research and hard work, the contestant}/s- Fiore _ _ _
were excited and eager to Many know her for her outstanding Italian cooking. Others

present their projects. T know her for her welcoming smile and outgoing character. But who
same level of exciteme ks could have guessed that Ms. Fiore also likes to participate in poetry
could be found in the judg related activities? | am sure that many of you are already aware that
Al dm interests ' g she was more than willing to contribute her valuable time towards
student work and enjoy fin organizing COLT. _ B _
ing out the different perspe Every morning | withessed her emailing, shuffling papers
tives of people on histor around and running around the school. Every morning she made
events, O s ai a Sure that some sort of progress was made the night before. Out of a
secondyear judge at Histor couple of months worth of work, only once did she complain about
Day. As you can see, the how tired she was. Every now and then, she would bring something
event was filled with historfanatics who were eager to learn some- €xtra and work on it to make it perfect. Working reiop, she
thing new. somewhat passed her disease to me
In attendance this year was the Bell family of eight. MY 22 line poem in 15 seconds flat?).

Though the children are home schooled, they were not prevented The results were unbelievable. Facing many difficulties
from participating  @long the way, the COLT poetry contest came out well organized.

<in History Day. The ceremony was beautiful, and the entertainment offered was

Mrs. Bell told our ~ enjoyable.
reporters that par-

taking in the event ~Mrs. Apicella _ _ _
allowed her to, At this point, about two years ago, Mrs. Apicella intro-

e iéint er es t duced ge to ltalian poetrgomething | never expected to even
' children in history.  come acfoss before high school. | have always enjoyed reading
The little ones are D a n tDé&viaesComedyn English, but now I had the opportunity to
in fifth grade and 9etto know how it really sounds like, in its original form. One of
camealongsotheythe worl dés greatest wor ks of it
can prepare for Pure beauty of Italian. Together, we spent hours and hours analyz-
next year . ingegretipgapd understanding bits and pieces of Dante.
Bell family clearly The other day, as | was walking into the library, | caught

Mrs. Apicella reading a book. | have always said that curiosity is my
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enemy, and so | could not resist asking her for the title. | was quitéhat should be enough.
surprised to find out that it was not a story, or a novel of some sort, Mrs. Sasso freaked me out when | was a freshman. | viv-
but rather a poetry book. Who would have known? That day, lidly remember the day she was passing out Romeo and Juliet books,
learned that one of her family members is a poet, and that answergdayi ng fiRead me any three |ines f
all of my questions. No wonder Mrs. Apicella is into poetry andwh at act , what scene, and who i s
actively worked to prepare her students and the school for the Mrs. Sasso has a very deep appreciation for poetry. She
COLT poetry contest. And she did it all with a smile on her face.makes poetry engaging and fun. So fun that she makes her students
Talk about them poetry junkies. write essays on poetry. Can you imagiriessays. On. Poetryif

want to be a poetry sergio d , taking Mrs. Sasso

Ms. Giannoppulog ) valuable experience. Even if you have little interest in poetry, it is
At this point, Ms. G could easily be called a veteranofthes t j | | worth taking the class beca

COLT poetry contest. When it comes to the competition, she Iikesgign up and learn some poetry!
to take it seriously, and creates quite a competition for other
schools. It seems as if each year, the students bring more and mogedgar Pliaskis
medals home. And it is through COLT that | met her.
Every day, Ms. G would come up with countless sugges-Mrs. Gurga
tions for ways to recite a poem, even if she does not speak the lan- Passing by Ms. Gurgads room,
guage hersel f. AYou donoét hav ebreattoof the muae thataigsiey feom within. Ut nsdtree havénaohthis p o e
itdos like music. I't6éds what youyefaeredls 0s esrhieorssa;i da Il o chatvieon owlaarme t
reciting a poem three or more times in front of a big group of peopl®@ f ent er t ai nment for the yeards el
is not pleasant at all, however striving for perfection makes you. Mrs. Gurga was also greatly involved in the COLT poetry
As you may know, the judges look for three things whencontest. In fact, along with Ms. Giannopoulos, Mrs. Gurga initiated
you recite your poem: memorization, intonation, and interpretationCOLT at Wilbur Cross a number of years ago. This year, she helped
All three things come to | i fe drganizéthe studeit guidespwhongouldsba seentalhadbaut the schoslh y
to stop by every once in a whispoding(yeléwnatshirts ahd ballhomsu Thi$ teachet had dlways beere r y d
How many of you have tried Greek wedding cookies, bet-able to add cheer to Wilbur Cross, in every medium presented to her
ter known as Kourambiyiethes? | haw&e have. And speaking of for her captainship and input. The school has always been and re-
weddingsé Weddings remind me oniaindsinerely graseful tocher fovabt af perwmik.g f east s, t h
happen once in a lifetime. This is what Ms. G turns poetry into, ex-
cept that it happens every year. Every year, Ms. G dedicates helna Staklo

time to poetry. AL6OAffiche Rouge. 0 Every year, poetry becomes
close friend who remains in ycMﬁ-lR'Veﬁieart. fO Papagalos. 0 Every vy«
she makes poetry fun and enj oya W Rivera gssforegn lapguageteagher, s certajily pot

cornépop...popépop! o Every yefadr eiMgn 60 tRQ&isT YooLArP Qp&telt ymMa kg o !
a beautiful celebration of world languages. said, fAbut we donot teach t'oo muctl

Rivera has been teaching Spanish at Cross for many years,
but he has been writing poetry hi:

me . I f you | ove it, itds part of

It is a natural thing, to be crea

can be magical and can bring back
I

once | get an idea, stop to wri
fi ni s heidsonmeare twendy or twenfive years old. When |
read my poems, | often close my eyes and go back to the time,
place, and situation when | first
Rivera is a very talented poet. He published his first anthol-
ogy, fiLirio Recien Abierto, o6 thre
fiAmerica Hispanao " @aLs Poety Contest.d a't
Mr. Rivera is very proud of the students who participated. He was
very surprised to find out that students competed in such a variety of
languages. Languages such American Sign Language, Arabic,
Greek, Portuguese and many others are not offered at Cross, but

Mrs. Sasso students stildl competed and did w
Remember when | said that Mrs. Apicella is a poetryt each 4 | anguages here at Cross.

junkie? Mrs. Sasso is @ue poetry junkie; she teaches it. How remarks. By extending the number of languages offered, we can

many of you can teach poetry? In fact, let me brainwash you wittt Xt end | anguage and poetry awarene

just a couple of poetic terms: accent, alliteration, couplet, dactyl )
(pterodactyl anyone?), heroic"l?“behYﬂ)lets, sonnet, hexameter éalrig



THE PROCLAMATION

MAY 2009

-photos by Jiayi Ying, Fani Meyerson and Edgar Pliaskis



