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ñLet truth be the prejudice.ò 
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The Proclamation  

The Proclamation is Wilbur Cross High Schoolôs student newspa-
per. It is dedicated to bring you news, features, arts, sports, editori-
als, and more. Opinions and viewpoint stated in The Proclamation 
are not necessarily the opinions or viewpoints of the The Proclama-
tion or its editors (except for unsigned lead editorials), the faculty 
advisor, Wilbur Cross High School, or the New Haven School Dis-
trict. The Proclamation is an open forum publication, and its mis-
sion and policy is to encourage student expression. Viewpoints, 
including that oppose those appearing in The Proclamation, are 
welcomed. Students may submit articles and letters to the editor, 
the publication of which is subject to approval by the faculty advi-
sor and editors. All articles and letters selected for publication are 
subject to being edited for length, clarity, and appropriate language. 

 Faculty Advisor: James P. Brochin 
 Editor-in-chief: Jiayi Ying  
 Managing Editor: Edgar Pliaskis 
 News Editor: Jiayi Ying 
 Features Editor: Janet Yi 
 Sports Editor: Catalina Brennan 
 Photo Editor: Michael Soukkhoumalay 
 Production Editors: Jiayi Ying, Edgar Pliaskis, 
 Allan Visochek 
 Business/Advertising: Edgar Pliaskis 

Staff and Contributors: Ina Staklo, Nathan Avni-Singer, Cheniece 
Oneal, Risa Duff, Andrei Amatuni, Jordy Padilla, Richard Tru-
mann, Noor Al-Samarrai, Malcolm Head, Glorimar Ortiz, Shayla 
Campbell, Josh Sanders, Fani Meyerson, Lissette Baez, Jaquana 
Ricks, Oumaru Kamara, Anthony Garzon, Shelby Blumell, Rachel 
Markey, Shawnese Turner, Robert Kinney, Terrencia Lee, Tainari 
Matos, Daquan Sanders, John Branch

the legal system, human nature, common ethics and the so-

celebrated Christian morality. The system is elusive. It can come up 

on you at any given point. It cannot be tracked. It is healthy and 

very wealthy, and always appears to be growing. The system can 

decide to kill your children and burn your house, and even if you 

know names and faces, the system does not permit you to report 

them. It might just get you if you do.   

 In that sense, we begin to see that the ñno snitchingò ï or, 

rather, compliance with criminal activity ï is based upon instincts of 

self-preservation, but the condition for this defense is so obscure 

that one must entirely give up the ideas of family, friendship, com-

munity and morality to uphold it. The Euro-

pean Mafiosi have made matters difficult fi-

nancially for non-compliers. They are in pos-

session of many businesses and institutions 

that the government and people need in order 

to thrive. They have claimed the ñrightò to 

silence or abuse those that stand in their way, 

and all those who happen to witness the act.   

 In American inner cities, however, 

any criminal is given that right. Any perpetra-

tion ï from murder to injury to rape to drug 

deals to robbery ï is protected from discovery 

by the idea that ñsnitchingò is ñwrong.ò   

 The situation is made worse by the 

media who put the spotlight on rappersô and 

hip-hoppersô non-snitching images. In a CBS 

interview, rapper Camôron famously said: ñIf I knew [a] serial killer 

was living next door to me? No, I wouldnôt call and tell anybody on 

him. But Iôd probably moveé But Iôm not gonna call and be like, 

you know, óThe serial killerôs in 4E.ôò (He later apologized for this 

statement.)  

 A Wilbur Cross student says that she would snitch if the 

crime were severe. ñBut stillò she says, ñif you snitch, you might 

face consequences. People talk. Rumors spread.ò   

 Many people are not aware of just how desperate for wit-

nesses the law enforcement system is, and just how good witness 

protection is. Many do not know the sheer magnitude of rewards 

offered for information about unsolved homicides (in 2007, a 

$50,000 reward was offered for information leading to the arrest and 

conviction of the killer of Terrance Driffin, a 23-year-old black 

man). Most doubt the superiority of government-funded means of 

protection to the vague self-defense of ñnot snitching.ò It appears 

that one would prefer to learn to deal with endless losses and fear 

instead of changing their opinion on crime.    

 The school community recently lost a graduate who was 

much loved by many. Tank has become another reason for buttons,  

t-shirts and graffiti. But his murderer has not been found, though his 

death was likely witnessed. Scores of other unsolved New Haven 

shootings this year face the same problem. There was and remains a 

person who did not mind killing Tank. Those who keep their knowl-

edge to themselves permit criminals to continue their doings may 

not know it, but they are the criminals' best friends. Whether it be 

from fear or fashion, those that choose silence over civic duty have 

handed over their neighborhoods to gangsters.   

 Simply put, those who refuse to snitch are, although they 

donôt want to believe it, accomplices. 

OPINION  
Speak Up  

The general consensus is that one would not murder a com-

plete stranger in cold blood unless one is a psychopath. It logically 

follows that a sane person would have no reason to commit a crime 

unless they have reason to dislike the victim. But most of todayôs 

criminal accomplices do not know their victims. They may have 

never even seen them, except perhaps in the 

moment of perpetration. Most of these ac-

complices are safe and unidentifiable, and 

receive no benefits for their compliance. 

 In many communities, there is an 

enormous reverence for the dead ï people 

joining together to commemorate their 

fallen loved ones and acquaintances. This 

love is displayed in large buttons, clothing, 

graffiti and sometimes speech. There is of-

ten a strong religious piety behind it. How-

ever, at the time of these deaths and after 

them, most of the button-wearers would 

refuse to help prevent or avenge the un-

timely losses.   

 ñDonôt snitchò is an ideology that 

is well-illustrated in European Mafia-ridden communities. There is 

an invisible force; a system, that supposedly cannot be thwarted. 

The system is supposed to silence you if you attempt to point a fin-

ger. The system has a law of its own, positioned directly opposite 
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 Letters to the Editor  

In the last issue of The Proclamation, we featured an opin-

ion piece on the Gaza and Israel conflict. Two opposing points of 

views were presented, side by side. Feedback was received for both 

articles, concerning the validity and accuracy of the facts that were 

included.   

 We would like to take this opportunity to remind everyone 

that Letters to the Editor can be submitted and are more than wel-

come. If you have any comments regarding an article or the newspa-

per itself, feel free to contact us and let your opinion be heard.   

 Letters to the Editor can be sent to:   

            proclamationeditors@yahoo.com. 

 

-The Proclamation Staff 

Twitter Your Privacy Away  

 I tweet. You tweet. He/she tweets. We all tweet. 

 Founded in 2006, Twitter has wiggled its way into many 

peopleôs lives. Remember MySpacing? Facebooking? Letôs add 

another verb to our daily vocabularies: Twittering, or is it  

Tweeting?  

 More and more people are jumping onto the Twitter band-

wagon: students, adults, celebrities...you name it. For those of you 

who are fortunate enough to not have encountered this social net-

working website, brace yourself for a crash course in Twitter.  

 The main  con-

cept of the website is to 

have its users answer a 

simple question: ñWhat 

are you doing?ò ð kind 

of like Facebook status 

updates, except that is 

pretty much the only thing 

you can do. Users are 

choosing  to share their 

daily activities and agenda with people they barely, or donôt even, 

know. These updates, with a maximum of 140 characters, are 

known as ñtweets,ò and can  be send to cell phones. To further ex-

ploit themselves, users can also upload personal pictures and design 

their own icons.  

 Weôre sure many of you have drawn up some comparisons 

between Twitter and Facebook by now. Both allow people into your 

life. But keep in mind Twitterôs privacy policy; it reserves the right 

to collect, and sell, personally identifiable information. As its web-

site states, ñwe may collect in such instances...your IP address, full 

user name, password, email address, city, time zone, telephone num-

ber...and use your contact information to market to you.ò 

 Whatôs the point of having a page just to tell people that 

youôre taking a shower right now? Youôre doing  homework? Letôs 

share that with the world.  Oh, youôre feeling bored? Twitter your 

boredom and privacy away. Because picking up the phone and 

hanging out with friends is so last year. In fact, it was two years ago. 

 

-Edgar Pliaskis and Jiayi Ying 

 

All You Need Is Love  
 

 They are just like us. They are wonderful four-legged crea-

tures with hearts so warm that it would melt the snow in the winter 

time. This is what I say to myself every time I walk down the street 

and see a stray animal trying to cross the street, in danger of getting 

hit. Why do people starve and kick them out onto the streets? Why 

sit there and watch two innocent creatures fight until one of them 

dies? Animal cruelty is a subject that I feel deeply about because 

the animals donôt deserve it.  

 You can walk down the street and see dogs roaming 

around, malnourished. You can hear cats fighting at 3 AM. Every 

week, almost six or seven dogs get picked up off of the streets and 

taken to dog pounds because nobody would take them in. In 2006, 

thousands of animal cruelty cases were reported in Connecticut, 

along with thousands of dog fights.  

 I just wish that there was more I could do. At home I have 

two stray cats and a dog that I rescued from the streets. It hurts me 

so much to see dogs chained up in backyards, with no food or wa-

ter.  Their ribs and hip bones poke out of their skin. Flies and other 

insects swarm around their bodies. They have that look on their 

faces that says ñhelp me.ò Plenty of people in this world are able to 

give animals tender love and care. Thatôs all they ask for.   

 

-Shayla Campbell 

When Will the Killing Stop?  

When will the killing stop? Although I don't know how it 

feels to have a friend shot and killed, I want to know why it hap-

pens to the friends of my friends.   

 I live in East Haven. People at Cross would call it the 

ñwhite peopleôs town,ò the suburbs. The houses there are nice and 

the neighborhoods are quiet. Where I live, there are no shootings; 

Iôve never even heard a gunshot in East Haven. There are no gangs 

there either. Sure, there are fights, but when you want to prove that 

you are tough, you don't go shoot someone. You use your fists, not 

knives and guns. If you lose, you don't go and kill the person. It's 

over.  

 I feel that East Haven is safer than New Haven, and that is 

what others feel, too. In East Haven, you can walk down the streets 

at night without having to worry about shootings or other violent 

acts taking place.  When will it all end?  

 

-Joshua Sanders 
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NEWS   

Wilbur Cross wins 28 th  Annual COLT 
Poetry Contest  
 
 More and more students began to gather their booklets and 

backpacks, but one group remained seated, anxiously awaiting the 

final announcement. ñAnd the high school winning the most medals 

iséWilbur Cross High School!ò As soon as Mr. Babb made the 

announcement, a number of euphoric students jumped up and 

screamed with joy. Wilbur Cross had done it again.   

 On April 7th, 2009, over 1,033 students from ninety-nine 

schools across Connecticut filled up the Wilbur Cross gym for the 

28th Annual COLT Poetry Recitation Contest. Among those one 

thousand students were forty-two from Cross, competing in 14 of 

the 16 possible languages.   

 It was an afternoon of firsts as Cross made history in many 

aspects of the contest. Wilbur Cross not only hosted the event for 

the first time ever in New Haven, but also took away the champion-

ship, having won a grand total of thirty-six medals ï sixteen gold, 

twelve silver and eight bronze. In the contestôs twenty-eight year 

history, no other school has ever walked away with so many medals. 

Cross defeated esteemed schools such as Hopkins and Choate, who 

compete neck to neck against each other and Cross every year for 

the title. It was also the first time that Arabic and Hebrew were re-

cited at the contest.   

 Though this was Wilbur Crossôs first time winning so 

many medals, winning the championship is not an unprecedented 

event for the school. Cross had already received the title five times 

in the past ï first in 1982, followed in 1983, and more recently, in 

2004, 2005 and 2007. ñIt has never been my intention to go get the 

plaque,ò said Ms. Giannopoulos, who is not only a coach for the 

students but also a judge at the contest. Nevertheless, winning ñfeels 

great,ò she says, ñbecause the kids worked hard on it. Some of these 

students give up their lunchtime and study periods to practice. Oth-

ers even stay late and come by after sports practices.ò   

 Since Cross hosted the state-wide event this year, the New 

Haven districtôs and Crossôs  World Language Department were 

actively involved in planning and organizing of the event. In fact, 

Crossôs own Maria Fiore was the eventôs co-chair. Thanks to the 

hard work and assistance of Ms. Giannopoulos, Mrs. Gurga, Mrs. 

Apicella, and many other New Haven teachers, the 2009 COLT 

Poetry Contest went extremely well. Sixty student guides, clad in 

yellow t-shirts on the day of the contest, volunteered to spend their 

afternoon giving directions to contestants and judges to make the 

process as smooth as possible. Fani Meyerson, a junior and one of 

the student guides, said that she really enjoyed the experience and 

looks forward to doing it again. Other student guides share the same 

opinion, ñCOLT was definitely a blast to witness. I was happy to be 

able to assist my peers and elders as a student guide and would do it 

again any time,ò said Adam Taylor.    

 Likewise, many of the contestants have no doubts about 

competing again. Lea Winter, who has been a contestant since her 

freshman year, shared that the COLT Poetry contest is a 

ñcelebration of languages ï a sort of, óartistic Olympics.ôò She re-

flects that the contest not only gave her the opportunity to 

ñappreciate poetry and celebrate languages,ò but it also allowed her 

to ñmeet new people, reconnect with old friends and spend time 

with friends from Cross.ò    

 The process of understanding, memorizing and reciting a 

poem can be a bit tedious and frustrating at times, but the end results 

pay off for it. ñI was a little bit nervous, but surprisingly I won first 

place for French,ò said Wabi Mposo, who spent months practicing 

his poem in honor of his sister, Bertozzi. Sometimes, the learning 

process by itself is rewarding. ñIt gave me a sense of accomplish-

ment,ò said Laura Clampitt, who competed in Ancient Greek. 

ñLearning my poem was an excellent experience,ò she shared. 

ñAncient Greek is a very difficult language, but it was really inter-

esting to learn the alphabet and the sound combinations.ò 

 Thirty-one out of the forty-two Wilbur Cross contestants 

won, giving Cross a seventy-two percent winning rate. New Haven 

Public Schools won a total of seventy-eight medals. Wilbur Cross 

made up forty-six percent of the winners.   

 

 The students who won in the 28th Annual COLT Poetry 

Recitation Contest are: 

 

FIRST PLACE  

Diego Barnes ï American Sign Language (Year III)  

Catalina Brennan ï Spanish II 

Risa Duff ï Modern Greek III 

Kiran Edelstein ï American Sign Language (Year II) 

Vladimir Kirimov ï Russian III 

Xing Xin Liu ï English as a Second Language (Advanced) 

Zhe Liu ï English as a Second Language (High Beginner) 

Zhe Liu ï Mandarin Chinese (Native) 

Angel Medina ï English as a Second Language (Intermediate) 

Wabi Mposo ï French Native  

Edgar Pliaskis ï Modern Greek IV 

Kristina Staklo ï Russian Native 

Ariel Weiser ï American Sign Language (Year I) 

Lea Winter ï French III 

Lea Winter ï Hebrew III 

Jiayi Ying ï Mandarin Chinese V 
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 SECOND PLACE 

Lucas Abramo ï Portuguese Native 

Lital Avni-Singer ï Hebrew IV 

Meredith Brown ï Spanish Native 

Sirun Chen ï Chinese Native 

Risa Duff ï Spanish IV 

Joseph Gonzalez ï Italian I 

Angel Medina ï Spanish Native 

Avital Sokolow-Silverman ï Hebrew Native 

Harrison Strom ï Chinese IV 

Micaela Valentin ï Spanish Native 

Janet Yi ï Modern Greek II 

Tianyi Zhou ï Japanese I 

 

THIRD PLACE  

James Doss-Gollin ï Spanish I 

Stacy Friedman ï Hebrew I 

Dayana Guaillas ï Italian II 

Anna LaSala-Goettler ï Italian Native 

Dana Lew ï Hebrew Native 

Iryna Mohylnytska ï Modern Greek I 

Laina Pauker ï Hebrew II 

Edgar Pliaskis ï Russian Native 

-Jiayi Ying; picture by Fani Meyerson 

Book Bowl Team Takes First Place  

 On April 8th, the Wilbur Cross Page Masters won first 

place in the 2008-2009 Book Bowl. The team competed against 

HSC, Sound School, Riverside, Career and Hillhouse High School 

in New Haven. The Page Masters finished strong against the High 

School in the Community team at the Hillhouse High School Audi-

torium. Congratulations to all of the teams who competed and to the 

five members of the Page Masters: Susanna Lincoln, Kirsten He-

mingway, Sarah Weinberger, Tiffany Ayala and Erin Cofrancesco. 

Team alternates were Jorge Monroy and Christian Ngongi.  

 Special thanks to the cheer squad members who worked 

diligently with the team to make them the best that they could be: 

Matt Smittley, Denielle Traynham, Janylis Costas, Jovanzie Polanco 

and Leyna Gonzales. 

 Ms. Tait and 

Ms. Potter appreciate 

all the hard work the 

students put into 

reading the ten Book 

Bowl books that 

helped them be suc-

cessful in the compe-

tition.  This is the 

third time in four 

years that Wilbur 

Crossôs Book Bowl 

teams have won first 

place. 

I Said I Do, Now You Say I Didnôt? 

 The passage of a major proposition in the state of Califor-

nia may invalidate the legitimacy of marriages between two people 

of the same gender. The now infamous Proposition 8 has outlawed 

the once legal practice of same sex marriage in California, but what 

about the 18,000 marriages that have been performed over the pe-

riod of seven months, when same-sex marriage was legal? What is 

the legal standing of these marriages? One would assume that this 

would fall under the classification of an ex post facto law. An ex 

post facto law retroactively changes the legal repercussions of acts 

committed prior to the enactment of the law. The ñYes on 8ò move-

ment, which worked to pass Proposition 8 has acquired a highly 

influential lawyer for their case against homosexuals.   

 Kenneth Starr, made famous by investigating Bill Clintonôs 

Monica Lewinsky affair, is now focusing his attention on stripping 

away the rights of homosexuals who were legally married between 

May and November 2008. The case that Starr is bringing to the 

California Supreme court is that, since it is now illegal to perform 

same-sex marriages, then all same-sex marriages should be illegal, 

regardless of 

their prior legal-

ity. Many legal 

scholars and 

commentators 

are questioning 

the reality of 

Starrôs proposal. 

A major part of 

Starrôs argument 

is that, although 

the population 

m i g h t  n o t 

choose the best 

laws, or exercise 

the most sound 

judgment, they 

do hold the ñraw 

power to do it.ò The California ballot proposition system allows the 

voters to vote directly, rather than through their elected representa-

tives, on certain laws called ñpropositions.ò   

 At oral argument, the California Supreme Court Justices 

asked Starr if a proposition taking away all the rights of gays and 

lesbians would be appropriate. Starrôs answer was an unwavering 

yes. Even though Starrôs argument is not receiving much praise or 

acceptance, he is arguing his case, and he has become a champion of 

the conservatives for his position.   

 It is yet to be seen what comes of all of this. One can only 

hope that whatever happens will hopefully be another step towards 

justice and equality among all human beings in this country.  

-Andrei Amatuni  

 

 

Photo and story courtesy  of Ms. Tait 
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TECH NEWS  
Who Says Size Matters?  

 Imagine if the whole world could fit into the palm of your 

hand. Imagine if volumes and volumes of encyclopedias, books and 

albums full of pictures could fit in there too. Imagine music and 

video being played. Imagineé

ImagineéImagineé  

 Just recently, NVIDIA and 

Acer announced another break-

through in computer technologies. 

This time they promised to produce 

a Small Form Factor PC, or simply, 

a SFF PC, named AspireRevo. The 

SFF PC does not feature the specs 

of a gaming rig, but it produces 

quite a decent horsepower. Whatôs 

so special about it? The device is as 

small as 7.1 inch x 7.1 inch x 1.2 

inches.   

 Built on NVIDIAôs Ion 

Platform, this rig features a GeForce 

9400 chip, and features integrated 

graphics. Graphic-wise, it isnôt a top 

of the line machine but it does fea-

ture an HDIM, 1080p HD video with 7.1 HD audio output.   

 In addition to that, the system also carries 4GB of RAM, 

and 250GB of disc drive space. Not enough? You can always attach 

a separate, eSATA, external drive or an USB external BlueRay 

drive, and you are set to go.   

 AspireRevo is a very compact multimedia PC that only 

costs about $300. That certainly is not bad, not bad at all! With the 

features it carries, the price is well worth every single penny.  

 

-Edgar Pliaskis 

Apple Releases New Generation of 
iPod Shuffle  

No, youôre not schizophrenic, that iPod is really talking. 

 On March 11th, 2009, Apple released its third generation of 

the iPod Shuffle. The Shuffle, ever since it was released in 2005, 

remains popular thanks to its small size and relatively cheap price 

(compared to the other iPods, it only comes with a $49 price tag). 

But the device has its drawbacks ï mainly its lack of a screen. Users 

have no say in which song they want to play, and playlists are hard 

to utilize as there is no way one can switch from one playlist to an-

other.  

 Apple's new generation of the iPod Shuffle solves that 

problem by featuring a built-in voice-over program that announces 

song titles, artists and playlists. A physical make-over also took 

place. The new shuffle, compared to its predecessor, increased in 

length, but decreased in overall size and features no controls on the 

device itself. Instead, the ear buds are the main necessity as the right 

cord has three buttons that control everything. For that reason, third 

party ear buds are of little use, as they lack these special controls; 

users can still listen to 

their music, but it'll be just 

like having the previous 

generations of the iPod 

Shuffle.   

 The VoiceOver 

feature is pretty impres-

sive, but not as impressive 

as it may sound. It's not 

like the iPod scans and 

announces song titles, 

artists and playlists on the 

spot, by itself ï it relies on iTunes for that. When you load a song 

onto iTunes, the VoiceOver accessibility program automatically 

goes through it and creates a small sound file that gets attached to 

the song. The program features fourteen languages and, depending 

on your operating system, has either a male or female voice. (Mac is 

supported by a male voice, whereas Windows has a female voice.)

 The new iPod Shuffle has 4GB of storage and comes in 

black or silver for $79.  

 

-Jiayi Ying 

Interesting, Random Tech News  

- RIAA gives two thumbs up to French music file sharing policies 

- $388M patent lawsuit against Microsoft 

- Wind will replace coal power soon? 

- US broadband lags! Our internet connection is slow! 

- YouTube reveals Google data center 

- Facebook hits 200M members 

- Future BlackBerry will come with Wi-Fi and improved screen 

- Microsoft search dying? 

- EU Banks invest $1.2B for clean cars 

- Amazon follows Appleôs example ï $1.29/song 

- Pentagon spends $100M to clean up cyber attacks. 

- Empire State Building goes green; saves $4.4 M per year. 

- Microsoft Office 2003 support is moving to a graveyard. 

- Windows 7 allows downgrades? 

- Skype available on iPhone 

- Indiaôs eco- and budget-friendly car costs $2000 

- Next generation of iPod Touch will feature Wi-Fi, FM Radio, 

Bluetooth, and more 

- Virtual baseball cards in the future? 

- Scientists present bacteria-powered batteries 

- Credit card frauds: top concern in the US. 

- Pizza-making vending machines available in Italy 

- Man gets $26K bill for texting 

- iTunes sued for new feature 

- Korean scientists claim to have cloned glow-in-the-dark puppies 

- Proclamation is now designed using Publisher 

- RadioShack employee refuses return; punches customer 

-Edgar Pliaskis   
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FEATURES  
History Day: Learning about the Past 
and the Future  

If you walked into Wilbur Cross on Saturday, April 4, 

2009, you would have found the building alive and busy with Tho-

mas Jefferson and Leonardo da Vinci running around. After a little 

investigation, how-

ever, you would 

have found out that 

the New Haven 

History Day Dis-

trict Competition 

was going on and 

that students from 

sixth through 

twelfth grade were 

setting up their His-

tory Day projects. 

These projects, 

ranging from exhibits to documentaries to websites, all focused on 

this yearôs theme of ñThe Individual in History.ò   

 After months of research and hard work, the contestants 

were excited and eager to 

present their projects. The 

same level of excitement 

could be found in the judges. 

ñIôm interested in supporting 

student work and enjoy find-

ing out the different perspec-

tives of people on historic 

events,ò said Linda Jolt, a 

second-year judge at History 

Day. As you can see, the 

event was filled with history-fanatics who were eager to learn some-

thing new.   

 In attendance this year was the Bell family of eight. 

Though the children are home schooled, they were not prevented 

from participating 

in History Day. 

Mrs. Bell told our 

reporters that par-

taking in the event 

allowed her to, 

ñéinterest my 

children in history. 

The little ones are 

in fifth grade and 

came along so they 

can prepare for 

next year.ò As the 

Bell family clearly 

illustrates, History Day is a 

very competitive event and the 

work that students put into 

their projects can be easily 

seen by the viewers.  

 Wilbur Cross did ex-

ceptionally well this year, win-

ning medals in group and indi-

vidual exhibits, as well as in 

documentaries. Cross winners 

were: Danae Morgan, First Place, Indi-

vidual Documentary, ñSybil Ludington: 

The Female Paul Revereò; Catalina 

Brennan, Second Place, Individual Ex-

hibit, ñNellie Bly: Daredevil Reporterò; 

and Richard Truman, Jordy Padilla, and 

Rory Freeman, Third Place, Group Ex-

hibit, ñSamuel Colt: Industrial Leader.ò 

These students will compete at the state 

finals on May 9, 2009.  

 

-Story and photos by Richard Trumann, 

Jordy Padilla and Catalina Brennan  

 

Ispirazione Divina  

Ms. Fiore   

 Many know her for her outstanding Italian cooking. Others 

know her for her welcoming smile and outgoing character. But who 

could have guessed that Ms. Fiore also likes to participate in poetry-

related activities? I am sure that many of you are already aware that 

she was more than willing to contribute her valuable time towards 

organizing COLT.  

 Every morning I witnessed her emailing, shuffling papers 

around and running around the school. Every morning she made 

sure that some sort of progress was made the night before. Out of a 

couple of months worth of work, only once did she complain about 

how tired she was. Every now and then, she would bring something 

extra and work on it to make it perfect. Working non-stop, she 

somewhat passed her disease to me (maybe thatôs why I could recite 

my 22 line poem in 15 seconds flat?).  

 The results were unbelievable. Facing many difficulties 

along the way, the COLT poetry contest came out well organized. 

The ceremony was beautiful, and the entertainment offered was 

enjoyable.   

 

Mrs. Apicella   

 At this point, about two years ago, Mrs. Apicella intro-

duced me to Italian poetryïsomething I never expected to even 

come across before high school. I have always enjoyed reading 

Danteôs Divine Comedy in English, but now I had the opportunity to 

get to know how it really sounds like, in its original form. One of 

the worldôs greatest works of literature was in front of me in the 

pure beauty of Italian. Together, we spent hours and hours analyz-

ing, interpreting and understanding bits and pieces of Dante.  

 The other day, as I was walking into the library, I caught 

Mrs. Apicella reading a book. I have always said that curiosity is my 
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 enemy, and so I could not resist asking her for the title. I was quite 

surprised to find out that it was not a story, or a novel of some sort, 

but rather a poetry book. Who would have known? That day, I 

learned that one of her family members is a poet, and that answered 

all of my questions. No wonder Mrs. Apicella is into poetry and 

actively worked to prepare her students and the school for the 

COLT poetry contest. And she did it all with a smile on her face. 

Talk about them poetry junkies.   

Ms. Giannopoulos   
 At this point, Ms. G could easily be called a veteran of the 

COLT poetry contest. When it comes to the competition, she likes 

to take it seriously, and creates quite a competition for other 

schools. It seems as if each year, the students bring more and more 

medals home. And it is through COLT that I met her.  

 Every day, Ms. G would come up with countless sugges-

tions for ways to recite a poem, even if she does not speak the lan-

guage herself. ñYou donôt have to be a native to understand poetry, 

itôs like music. Itôs what you feel,ò she said. I have to admit though, 

reciting a poem three or more times in front of a big group of people 

is not pleasant at all, however striving for perfection makes you.

 As you may know, the judges look for three things when 

you recite your poem: memorization, intonation, and interpretation. 

All three things come to life in Ms. Gôs room, and that is why I love 

to stop by every once in a while (okay, I should not lieéeveryday).

 How many of you have tried Greek wedding cookies, bet-

ter known as Kourambiyiethes? I have! We have. And speaking of 

weddingsé Weddings remind me of fiestas, or very big feasts, that 

happen once in a lifetime. This is what Ms. G turns poetry into, ex-

cept that it happens every year. Every year, Ms. G dedicates her 

time to poetry. ñLôAffiche Rouge.ò Every year, poetry becomes a 

close friend who remains in your heart. ñO Papagalos.ò Every year 

she makes poetry fun and enjoyable. ñSing a song of pop-

cornépop...popépop!ò  Every year, Ms. G turns COLT poetry into 

a beautiful celebration of world languages.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Sasso   

 Remember when I said that Mrs. Apicella is a poetry 

junkie? Mrs. Sasso is a true poetry junkie; she teaches it.  How 

many of you can teach poetry? In fact, let me brainwash you with 

just a couple of poetic terms: accent, alliteration, couplet, dactyl 

(pterodactyl anyone?), heroic couplets, sonnet, hexameteréalright, 

that should be enough.   

 Mrs. Sasso freaked me out when I was a freshman. I viv-

idly remember the day she was passing out Romeo and Juliet books, 

saying ñRead me any three lines from the book, and I will tell you 

what act, what scene, and who is talking to whom without looking!ò

 Mrs. Sasso has a very deep appreciation for poetry. She 

makes poetry engaging and fun. So fun that she makes her students 

write essays on poetry. Can you imagine? Essays. On. Poetry. If 

want to be a poetry semi-god, taking Mrs. Sassoôs class will be a 

valuable experience. Even if you have little interest in poetry, it is 

still worth taking the class because of Mrs. Sassoôs lively character. 

Sign up and learn some poetry!  

-Edgar Pliaskis 

Mrs. Gurga   
 Passing by Ms. Gurgaôs room, one can almost taste the 

breath of the muse that issues from within. It is the haven of this 

yearôs seniors; a location where one can always find some promise 

of entertainment for the yearôs end.   

 Mrs. Gurga was also greatly involved in the COLT poetry 

contest. In fact, along with Ms. Giannopoulos, Mrs. Gurga initiated 

COLT at Wilbur Cross a number of years ago. This year, she helped 

organize the student guides, who could be seen all about the school, 

sporting yellow t-shirts and balloons. This teacher has always been 

able to add cheer to Wilbur Cross, in every medium presented to her 

for her captainship and input. The school has always been and re-

mains sincerely grateful to her for all of her work.  

-Ina Staklo 

Mr. Rivera   
 Mr. Rivera, as a foreign language teacher, is certainly not 

foreign to poetry. ñPoetry makes me appreciate (Spanish) better,ò he 

said, ñbut we donôt teach too much poetry here.ò  

 Rivera has been teaching Spanish at Cross for many years, 

but he has been writing poetry his most of his life. ñIt means a lot to 

me. If you love it, itôs part of your life, like food, light, and emotion. 

It is a natural thing, to be created like metaphor and simile.ò  Poetry 

can be magical and can bring back memories: ñI drive my car and 

once I get an idea, I stop to write it down. I have a folder for ónot 

finished poemsô ï some are twenty or twenty-five years old. When I 

read my poems, I often close my eyes and go back to the time, 

place, and situation when I first wrote it.ò    

 Rivera is a very talented poet. He published his first anthol-

ogy, ñLirio Recien Abierto,ò three years ago. This year, his poem 

ñAmerica Hispanaò was recited at the 28th COLT Poetry Contest. 

Mr. Rivera is very proud of the students who participated. He was 

very surprised to find out that students competed in such a variety of 

languages. Languages such American Sign Language, Arabic, 

Greek, Portuguese and many others are not offered at Cross, but 

students still competed and did well in those categories. ñWe only 

teach 4 languages here at Cross.  Why donôt we extend?ò Rivera 

remarks. By extending the number of languages offered, we can 

extend language and poetry awareness. Letôs do it! 

-Janet Yi  
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