The Curriculum Map Process at Betsy Ross Arts Magnet School

At the beginning of the school year all teachers, art and academic, are asked to provide their plan of instruction for the year based upon their curriculum and state standards.  Teachers meet in groups, either by grade level or departments, to consult the Comprehensive School Plan to make certain that what is going on in their classrooms is going to satisfy the goals and objectives of the CSP as well as implementing our school theme “Better Than Best ”.  Teachers then use a template to standardize their maps.  When these initial plans are submitted, an overall plan reflecting the direction of the entire school is developed.

The highlighted areas of thematic units enable the Library Media Specialist to build up a relevant print collection of books in the library for independent or group research.  It also allows the Arts Resource and Technology Resource Teachers to gather materials to support the classroom teachers’ plans, and to decide where they might best serve in the successful completion of the plan.

The curriculum map becomes a driving force in our school’s activities throughout the year.   Many goals are achieved by using curriculum maps: 


· curriculum alignment 

· integrated planning 

· cooperative teaching

· project based learning

· technology implementation

It is our hope that the Curriculum Map process leads our school to excellence and that we achieve literacy in all areas for all students.
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